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and his co-workers in the area of vascular calcification.
Finally, Cueto-Manzano et al. review their group’s expe-
rience with inflammation and mortality risk in PD pa-
tients, proposing again that Latin America not only has
a peculiar reality, but also can contribute significantly
to the evolution of knowledge in PD treatment.

The role of Latin America in the PD world is gradually
evolving and the articles presented in this issue of Peri-
toneal Dialysis International are clear evidence of the
potential contributions that Latin-American nephrolo-
gists, nurses, dietitians, and social workers can offer to
the global PD community. To coordinate and amplify this
process, the Latin American Chapter of the International
Society for Peritoneal Dialysis (ISPD) has recently been
created. The first official meeting of the Chapter will be
held in Miamiin conjunction with the ISPD North Ameri-
can Chapter meeting, 1 - 3 June 2007. During the meet-
ing, a PD course in the “Basics of PD in Spanish” will be
promoted. In addition, several issues relating to PD in
Latin America will be discussed in the main program.
Some additional activities are also being organized, in-
cluding a pre-Congress course at the World Congress of
Nephrology, to be held in Rio de Janeiro in April 2007,
which will be sponsored by the International Society of
Nephrology, the Latin American Society of Nephrology
and Hypertension, and the Brazilian Society of Nephrol-
ogy. During the World Congress of Nephrology, there will
also be a symposium entitled “Bringing Latin America
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into the World of Peritoneal Dialysis Clinical Studies,” in
which clinical studies originating and being carried out
at this moment in Latin America will be presented. Fur-
thermore, there are increasing numbers of educational
activities being promoted in several countries of Latin
America.

Cross-fertilization in the area of PD is also occurring
with ongoing collaborations between Latin-American
hospitals and universities and PD centersin France, Den-
mark, United Kingdom, Sweden, Spain, Italy, Switzer-
land, Canada, and The Netherlands. The Latin American
Chapter of the ISPD will offer further opportunities not
only for discussion of PD, but also for reinforcement and
organization of potential initiatives.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the important
support received from Baxter, and in particular from Dr.
José Carolino Divino Filho. This initiative would not have
been possible without their help.

Unlike the destiny of Macondo, which disintegrates
into a whirlwind and is obliterated from the rest of the
world, PDin Latin America continues to spread and con-
tribute more and more to the evolution of this treatment
worldwide.

Roberto Pecoits-Filho
Guest Editor

e-mail: r.pecoits@pucpr.br
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